Understanding medication errors: discussion of a case involving a urinary catheter implicated in a wrong route error.
Medication errors represent a failure in the medication use process leading to an increase in morbidity and mortality. In an effort to standardize reporting, evaluating, and trending of medication errors, the National Coordinating Council for Medication Error Reporting and Prevention (NCC MERP) developed and maintains a medication error taxonomy. A case study involving a medication intended for administration via rectal tube and inadvertently given through a Foley catheter is discussed using the NCC MERP medication error taxonomy and critiqued using recent national findings. Awareness of national trends for patient safety, including emerging changes leading to best practices, updates to National Patient Safety Goals, and changes in national policy, can reduce the risk of error involvement.